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October 16-18, 2015

We invite you to join us in Rapid City, 
South Dakota for the 31st annual ACIS-West conference. 

This interdisciplinary conference features a range of scholarly panels, 
lectures, readings, exhibits, and performances. The conference welcomes papers 

on any aspect of Irish studies, including comparative study, and especially encourages 
work that explores the conference theme. Practices of Irish memorialization range from 

official and public commemoration to counter-memorials and private memory. Participants 
are invited to consider the practice of memorialization in its many instantiations, including its 
intersections with geography, local communities, and the sacred; its preservation in art, literature, 
and cultural institutions; and its global circulation through migration, tourism, and the media. 

The conference features keynote speaker David C. Lloyd, Distinguished Professor of 
English at the University of California, Riverside, and keynote performer Donal O’Kelly, award-
winning playwright and actor who will stage his play Fionnuala for conference participants.

Western South Dakota, home to some of the nation’s most famous and contested monuments and 
counter-monuments, provides a rich site in which to explore the preservation and politics of memory. 
Downtown Rapid City, founded during a gold rush in the 1870s, is steeped in history—statues of U.S. 
presidents grace every corner, and stories of the Lakota are told through commemorative plaques and 
statues—while also boasting a lively arts and music scene, restaurants, shopping, and nightlife. The 
conference will take place at the historic Hotel Alex Johnson, which appears on the National Register 
of Historic Places, has hosted six U.S. Presidents, and is also said to be haunted. The conference orga-
nizers invite you to explore Rapid City, “The Gateway to the Black Hills,” as well as its many nearby 
attractions, including Mount Rushmore, the Crazy Horse Memorial, Custer State Park, the historic 
Black Hills 1880 Train, the city of Deadwood, the Badlands National Park, and the Devil’s Tower.

Paper and panel submissions due July 1, 2015 to aciswest2015@gmail.com
For details and the complete Call For Papers, visit http://aciswest.wordpress.com/

Please direct inquiries to Sarah L. Townsend, Assistant Professor of English,
University of South Dakota (Sarah.Townsend@usd.edu).

     Sponsored by the University of South Dakota

David Lloyd is a leading scholar of Irish literature and culture, colonialism, and nationalism. He 
is author of Nationalism and Minor Literature (1987); Anomalous States (1993); Ireland After 
History (1999); Irish Times: Temporalities of Irish Modernity (2008); and Irish Culture and Colonial 
Modernity (2011). He has also co-published several other books, including The Nature and Con-
text of Minority Discourse (1991), with Abdul JanMohamed; Culture and the State (1997), with 
Paul Thomas; The Politics of Culture in the Shadow of Capital (1997), with Lisa Lowe; and The 
Black and Green Atlantic (2008), with Peter D. O’Neill. Lloyd is also a poet and playwright, and 
he currently serves as Distinguished Professor of English at the University of California, Riverside.

Donal O’Kelly is a playwright and actor.  His award-winning solo plays include Catalpa, Bat 
The Father Rabbit The Son, Jimmy Joyced!, and Ailliliú Fionnuala.  He has performed throughout 
Ireland, the UK, and North America, including New York’s Lincoln Center, Toronto’s Winter 
Garden, the Abbey Theatre, and the Peacock.  His film roles include leading roles in Roddy Doyle’s 
The Van and in the acclaimed bilingual film Kings.  He was a founder and artistic director of 
Dublin’s Calypso Productions, and is an associate director of the peace and justice organization Afri.


